
 
 

Sanlam Inspires SA Golfers in Battle against Cancer 

 
The 2016 Sanlam Cancer Challenge lived up to its billing of being pro-active in the fight against 
cancer as it raised a record R4 003 969.12 for the Cancer Association of South Africa (CANSA). 
 
Following club and regional competitions involving over 40 000 golfers from South Africa and 
neighbouring countries, the 100 who qualified for the National Finals at Sun City could celebrate 
not only their own achievement but the collective triumph of South African golf in the fight 
against cancer. 
 
With a strong theme this year of early detection and prevention of cancer, former Springbok 
and now TV personality and passionate golfer Breyton Paulse was one of those to applaud 
another highly successful Sanlam Cancer Challenge. 
 
“The time and effort Sanlam invests in this very necessary cause is invaluable and it goes a 
long way to helping so many people,” said Paulse. “All of us have been affected by cancer 
either through personal trials or those faced by our friends or family. There are so many success 
stories about early detection through preventative screenings and it is vital that we make more 
people aware of it. 
 
“Cancer is real and it can happen to anybody so we need to keep on focusing our attention on 
it. This is what Sanlam is doing exceptionally well every year. The Sanlam Cancer Challenge 
puts so much time and effort into educating us all about the disease. Hopefully someday we 
can find the perfect cure for it but in the meanwhile raising funds for research initiatives can 
save many more lives.” 
 
The funds raised by the Sanlam Cancer Challenge make up almost half of CANSA’s annual 
budget for research and treatment of the disease. This year saw record contributions by golf 
clubs around South Africa. Leading the way was the Northern Cape’s Magersfontein Memorial 
Golf Estate, which for the second year in a row shattered the record of money raised by a single 
golf club. This year the club raised a phenomenal R350 000 at its golf day, a sizeable increase 
on the R141 140 it raised last year. 
 
“With this golf day we as a club tried to make people aware of cancer and motivate them to 
educate themselves about the different forms of cancer, and the prevention and symptoms 
associated with cancer,” said organiser Lizanne van Niekerk. 
 
The Steenberg Golf Club’s Ladies Section raised R19 000 of their own for this cause.  
 
“The Sanlam Cancer Challenge is a popular event on the Steenberg Ladies golf calendar. 
There has always been overwhelming support of this fundraising initiative at Steenberg as 
many of our members are cancer survivors whilst others have lost friends and family members 
to this illness,” said Steenberg Ladies committee member Di Brooks on behalf of the 48 golfers 
who played their part in this fundraiser. 
 
Even the country’s smallest golf clubs played their part. This year Koffiefontein Golf Club’s 32 
golfers raised R6 200 from their Sanlam Cancer Challenge golf day.  
 
“Koffiefontein is a wonderful community of golfers who really work together to make their 



Sanlam Cancer Challenge day a success,” said Adel Wiid, the Community Mobiliser for 
CANSA. 
 
Inspired by these smaller clubs, the golfers at Fancourt helped to raise R175 000 at their official 
Sanlam Cancer Challenge golf day. 
 
“I was quite amazed that in the previous years a small club like Beaufort West raised more 
money than a club like ours with so many members,” said Desiree Geldenhuys, the Ladies 
Captain at Fancourt.  
 
It was also a personal experience with cancer that inspired her to challenge the Fancourt golfers 
to make a difference.  
“My dad had colon cancer about three years ago. He went from a healthy person of 94kg to 
54kg at its worst. I’m very lucky to say that he’s recovered 100% and now plays golf everyday. I 
was amazed at the support CANSA gave him when he was ill, both physically and mentally. 
 
“I’m very pleased with the amount we raised, but the thing that I’m actually hoping for is that 
this kind of fundraising would become a trend in our region and other regions around South 
Africa.” 
 
At the 36-hole National Finals played at both the Gary Player Country Club and Lost City Golf 
Course, golfers from the Western Cape dominated the various divisions. Lambert’s Bay golfer 
De Villiers Uys won the Men’s Overall and Men’s A Division titles with 79 points.  
 
The Women’s Overall title was won by Devonvale Country Club’s Louise Olivier with 74 points. 


